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The Successful Student’s Guide and Syllabus for Honors Biology 
2018-2019 

 
Welcome to the incredible world of Biology! This guide to success is designed to answer any questions 
you might have about what will be expected this year.  It is very important that you keep this handy in 
case you or your parents have any questions. 
 
Instructors:   Emails:      Phone Ext: 
Mr. Jerry Bell    bell.gerald@cusd80.com    x2970 
Mrs. Stephanie Hawkins hawkins.stephanie@cusd80.com     x2979 
Mr. Jerry Irion   irion.jerald@cusd80.com    x2986 
Mrs. Coleen O’Shea  oshea.coleen@cusd80.com    x3081   

    
            

Office Hours: 

We are available after school Monday-Thursday by appointment. Appointments can be made 
as needed by contacting us directly or asking while in class. We are here to help you be 
successful; feel free to come to us if you need help!  We are also online quite often and are 
willing to assist students by responding to school email as well. 

 
Required Textbook: The Living World, 4th Edition by George B. Johnson 
 
Textbook Reading: It is essential that you keep up with the assigned readings in your textbook. You 
may need to read, and reread text material.  You should read it until you understand it, or see your 
teacher for help.  We will, from time to time, use additional resources in class.  These materials are not 
available for check out, so be sure to keep up with class activities at all times.  For us, communication is 
essential, so please talk to your teacher if you are having difficulty completing the class assignments in 
the time allowed. 

Official Course Description:   

Biology is a laboratory science designed to provide a comprehensive survey of the life 
sciences, in a manner in which critical thinking skills are used to study all forms of life.  
Emphasis will be placed on facilitating student research both inside and outside the classroom.  
Biology is an exciting and challenging field that is in a continuous state of change and 
technological advancement.  We will explore connections that exist between science, 
technology, and the world around us.  As part of the honors requirements, this course 
integrates additional problem solving and reasoning skills as well as laboratory and field 
research skills.  This course will also have an extensive writing component for developing 
scientific literacy.  This course is designed to prepare the student for AP Biology. 
 
MAJOR THEMES 
 

 Scientific Inquiry 

 Cell Structure and Function 

 Cellular Reproduction 

 Genetics & Biotechnology 

 Ecological Principles & Statistics  

 Chemistry of Life 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 Biological Evolution 

 Energy, Matter, and Organization 

 Kingdoms of Life and Classification 

 Vertebrate Dissection (Major mammalian 
systems)
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Homework: Use standard sized three ring notebook paper.  You will be assigned a variety of homework, 
including lab reports, textbook assignments, etc. 
**Unless otherwise notified, homework is due at the beginning of the next class period. 
 
We expect all assignments to follow these criteria: 

1. For answers on every reading guide assignment, always use complete sentences unless it is 
an obvious list or diagram like response. 

 2. Each statement on the assignment should stand alone, and be complete enough to use to  
review at a later date. 

 3. Always use pen or pencil and make sure your work is clear and easy to read. 
 4. Use a new piece of paper for each assignment. 
 5. The heading on each assignment in the upper right hand corner should contain: 
   Name and Hour  Ex: Teacher Name  1st Hour 
   Date     July 27, 2018 
   Assignment Title   Chapter 1 Vocabulary 
 
NO LATE WORK IS ACCEPTED FOR A GRADE!! You will have homework nearly every night in this 
course.  Even though some assignments are not paper assignments, reading, rereading and studying 
are required on those evenings that lack a paper assignment.  Your comprehension of the homework will 
be checked by material on the assessments, including tests and quizzes.  Assignments could be 
collected at any time and should be kept in your notebook.      
 
The purpose of every assignment is to help you learn biology and how science is done.  Not every 
assignment will be collected or graded.  It is in your best interest to complete every assignment on time 
to assure you’re in class activities are meaningful.  (The goal is to understand science, not accumulate 
points to pass a class.) 
 
Notebook: You are to keep a standard size three ring notebook with a supply of paper, as well as all 
papers that are part of this class.  Homework, notes, lab reports, etc. need to be placed in your notebook 
in sequence by date or by category, whichever your teacher prefers.  This means you should date all 
papers when you receive them.  Notebooks should always be kept in order (papers three hole punched 
in the rings), complete, and neat. Notebooks can be checked as a grade at the conclusion of each 
semester if time permits. 
 
My Expectations of You: 

-You are expected to be in your assigned seat when the bell rings.  
-Begin and complete the daily board assignment during the first five minutes of class.  
-Perform what is asked of you the first time it is requested. 
-Remain silent at appropriate times, such as teacher lecture, during the administration of tests 
or quizzes.  
-Keep all cell phones and electronic devices off and put away in bag/purse/pocket. Cell phones 
and other devices will be confiscated and turned into the front office. If a class activity requires 
the use of your electronic device, I will tell you at that time. 
-You may not use the computers in the class unless authorized by me. You may not play 
games, access ebay™ or other auction sites, shop, or check any personal email (including 
Facebook, Twitter, or other social media. 
-Raise your hand if you have a question or comment during class. 
-If you need to use the bathroom, please sign out before you leave. Bathroom breaks are not 
allowed in the middle of tests/quizzes.  
 

 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 
Classroom Expectations: 

Out of respect for one another, only one person will be talking at a time during lecture time. If 
there is confusion about the lecture, please ask me and not your neighbors. Participation is key 
to this being a successful experience for all students so there will be No sleeping, No cell 
phones (if I hear it or see it, it will ALWAYS be taken to attendance), No music devices (unless 
given permission), No Profanity or other distractions. 
 
Consequences to not meeting Classroom Expectations: 
1. Verbal Warning 
2. Call home to parent 
3. Referral to administration 
***Any offense outlined in the student handbook, supersedes these classroom 
consequences*** 

 
Grading Policy: 

Your grade in the course will be determined entirely by the number of points you earn.  
Grades will be calculated from the student’s test scores, quizzes, lab reports, homework, 
projects, presentations, and class participation.  Grades are based on cumulative points per 
semester and calculated into a percentage. 
 
Letter grades are based on the following percentages:   
   90% - 100%   =  A 
   80% - 89%   =  B 
   70% - 79%  =  C 
   60% - 69%  =  D 
   59% & below  =  F 
Semester grades are calculated as follows: 
 First Quarter and Second Quarter = 80%     Final Exam = 20% 
 
**Parents can access their child’s grades and assignments by going to the school’s website 
and clicking on Information, For Parents, and Infinite Campus.  Students’ information is only 
accessible by using an individualized password assigned by the school.  Parents may contact 
office personnel/counselor for their child’s password.   

Attendance and Makeup Work Standards: 

Absences are limited to 10 class periods per semester (PHS policy). Credit may be lost at the 
discretion of the instructor if absences exceed this number. All absences should be reported 
prior to class. If you need to miss an exam, you must make prior arrangements with the 
instructor. Without prior arrangement, there will be NO make-up quizzes, practicals, midterms, 
or finals unless the absence is officially excused. Documentation from attendance is required.  
 
Students are expected to attend class every day. In the event of an EXCUSED absence, it is 
the responsibility of the STUDENT to seek make-up work, INCLUDING a test. If a student is 
absent on the day an assignment is due, that assignment is due the next day the student is in 
attendance.  Any homework assigned in a student’s absence will be due following the number 
of days missed. Without proper notification, any assignment not turned in on time is an 
Unexcused Late Assignment. Unexcused Late Assignments will not be graded and no credit 
will be give for the assignment.  



 

 

 

Tardy Policy 

If you are not in class, you cannot learn the material. Therefore, the following tardy policy will 
be enforced. 
 
1. On the first through third tardy, you will be reminded of the tardy policy and consequences. 
2. On the fourth tardy and each there after, you will receive a referral to the administration. 

Restroom/ Water Fountain Usage 

Students are expected to be in class.  In the event a student needs to use the facilities, the 
student must sign in and out of the provided log.  Only one girl and boy student may be out of 
the room at any given time.   

Food/Drink Policy 

Neither food nor drink is allowed with the exception of water in a closed container. 

Recommended Supplies 

Flash Drive *(can be shared w/ your 
other  

classes) 
3 Ring Binder 
Blue/black pens 
Pencils with Erasers 

2018-2019 Maricopa county Library 
Card 
Highlighters 
Notebook Paper 
Colored Pencils 
Day Planner/Agenda to record HW 

Class Website 

All assignments and activities will be posted on the class website: 
 
It is MANDATORY for students to access the website and internet multiple times during the 
week. *There are computers available in my classroom, before or after school in the career 
center, or in the Perry library with a library card. 

Dissection 
Part of this course requires dissection of animals and animal organs. This is NOT optional. 

Plagiarism Warning: 

Plagiarism includes, but is not limited to, the use of paraphrase or direct quotation of the 
published or unpublished work of another person without full and clear acknowledgment. It 
also includes the unacknowledged use of materials prepared by another person or agency 
engaged in the selling or sharing of term papers or other academic materials. Information 
gathered from the Internet and not properly identified is also considered plagiarism. We expect 
every student to produce his/her original, independent work. Any student whose work indicates 
a violation of the PHS Academic Misconduct Policy (including cheating and plagiarism) can 
expect sanctions as specified in the student handbook. 
PHS uses software that uncovers plagiarism from student to student and other data sources 
on the Internet. If a student is found to have plagiarized content, grade consequences will be 
applied in accordance with departmental policies. Copying or helping another person on a test 
will at a minimum result in an F on the test for all involved. Any assignment copied from 
another student, the Internet, or any other source will at a minimum result in an F on that 
assignment. (This includes work for other classes as well.) In addition, if there is a second 
offense of academic dishonesty, the student will receive a failing grade for the course. Course 
content and syllabus may vary from the course calendar online in order to meet the needs of 
the particular group in this course section. 
 



 

 

 
Honors Biology 
2018-2019 
Syllabus Acknowledgement 
 
Please sign and initial this form as noted, and return to your teacher by Friday July 27, 2018. 
 
*I have read the above policies, rules, and procedures and understand the information on the 
above pages. I agree to follow all of the rules and procedures listed.* 
 
__________________________Hour______ ____________________________________ 
Student’s Printed Name    Student’s Signature 
 
____________________________________ ____________________________________ 
Guardian’s Printed Name    Guardian’s Signature 
 
                 Student’s initials     Guardian’s initials 
 
I understand that most of the coursework is also    ___________  __________ 
accessible online, and it is mandatory to access 
the website multiple times during the week.  __ 
 
I understand the attendance policy, and realize that  
it is the responsibility of the student to seek out make up  __________ __________ 
work and complete the assignments and make up tests 
and quizzes in the time specified in the syllabus. 
 
I understand that this course requires homework nightly.   __________    __________              
___________ __________ 
 
I understand that Dissections are NOT optional.   ___________  __________ 
 
 
 
 

 


